November 2012
Join us on December 11 when our speaker will be our own
Bishop Stephen Blaire.
Mass 6:30 at St Stanislaus Church, 7th & J St. Networking 7:00 at the
Doubletree. Breakfast and speaker 7:15.Reservations: online at cpbcModesto.org, chearst@pacbell.net, gerbele2@yahoo.com, Cathy
Hearst ( 209 ) 968-8086

The Catholic Professional & Business Club is your organization,
please support this unique group of like minded Catholic business people.
We are honored to have the Reverend Bishop Stephen Blaire speak at out December 11 th meeting Tuesday
at 7:00am. We encourage everyone to attend and bring a guest.
If you haven’t yet, please pay your dues for this season. It’s the only way we can continue to bring dynamic
speakers to our community.

We need your help.
Please attend and invite guests for every meeting. Let’s share the example of healthy
Catholic ethics with those business people and professionals that we work and talk
to on a weekly and monthly basis. Check out our website for upcoming speakers and
invite accordingly.
We need 1 volunteer from each parish to be an ambassador. What does an ambassador have to do you ask? Simple & Easy. Please contact our board member John
Pesta for details JohnPesta@gmail.com phone (209) 398-9393
Take the parish Pastor out to lunch on his birthday
Make cure our meeting announcements get in the bulletin
Once a year host a membership drive after each Mass. We board members will
help with that.

God Bless

George Erbel e

Were you at our November meeting? If not, you missed an excellent presentation by
Betsy Reifsnider who spoke about our responsibility to care for the environment God
made. It was interesting to hear how many popes have written about this.
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and
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Don’t forget that December 8 is the Feast of the Immaculate
Conception, a Holy Day of Opportunity.
Celebrate Advent and prepare for Christmas with a good reconciliation. Schedules are listed in most parish bulletins.
Advent Mission at St Joseph’s in Modesto, Dec. 16, 17, and 18
with Tim Staples.
Mark your calendars for January 26, the Walk for Life West Coast

From our spiritual director,
Father Sam
The New evangelization
Perhaps, many of you may have heard the term “the new evangelization.” What exactly is this “new
evangelization” and what relevance does it have for us as followers of Christ? Motivated by the need to
make known the surpassing beauty of God’s love to a world darkened by a lack of faith and having
grown cold by indifference, Pope John Paul II, and more recently Pope Benedict XVI, have called for a
profound renewal of the Church’s mission to proclaim the Good News, Jesus Christ, and share the love
of God, in spite of the obstacles present today, courageously, joyfully, and generously with all people.
The mission to bring Christ to others is not “new“, it is what the Church has done from her very creation.
We are called, each in our way, to reinvigorate the mission to spread the Gospel which consistently and
boldly proclaims that every person is right now offered true communion with the Most Holy Trinity
through and in Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God. All people are invited to an intimate relationship
with the only One who can overcome the boredom, tedium, and meaninglessness of lives driven by the
pursuit of physical pleasure and acquisition of material goods.
Pope Benedict writes, “It is the duty of the Church to proclaim always and everywhere the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. He, the first and supreme evangelizer, commanded the Apostles on the day of his Ascension to the Father: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded
you” (Mt 28:19-20). Faithful to this mandate, the Church—a people chosen by God to declare his wonderful deeds (cf. 1 Peter 2:9)—ever since she received the gift of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost
(cf. Acts 2:14), has never tired of making known to the whole world the beauty of the Gospel as she
preaches Jesus Christ, true God and true man, the same “yesterday and today and forever” (Heb 13:8),
who, by his death and Resurrection, brought us salvation and fulfilled the promise made of old. Hence
the mission of evangelization, a continuation of the work desired by the Lord Jesus, is necessary for the
Church: it cannot be overlooked; it is an expression of her very nature.” (APOSTOLIC LETTER UBICUMQUE ET SEMPER).
(continued on page 3)
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The word evangelization comes from the Greek and means “to bring good news.” The Church is
charged with the Good News, the Gospel, of proclaiming God’s love for the world as revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. Living and promoting true intimacy with God is who the Church is, and what she
does. As the Bride of Christ, the Church, is both the sign and the way to tangibly experience the Good
News that the “Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us” (John 1:14) and the fact that “For
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish
but might have eternal life.” (John 3:16). Because evangelization is constitutive of who the Church is, it
is our duty, as her children, to support and live out her mission with charity, zeal, perseverance, and joy.
Sharing the Gospel is not optional for us Catholics – it is essentially part of being Catholic. Showing the
love of Christ to others is not just the responsibility of the bishops, priests, or religious. If we are to be
genuine disciples of Christ, we evangelize. We, of course, do this by authentically living out the faith in
all areas of our lives always ready to explain, in ways that others can understand, what we believe as
Catholics, including why we believe it. To effectively carry out our mission, we always strive to deepen
our own intimacy with Jesus through a consistent prayer life, including contemplating and spending time
silently abiding in God’s love. We live out our obligation to spread the Gospel by reverent and frequent
participation in the Sacraments, especially the Sacrifice of the Mass and confession, by study of Sacred
Scriptures and Church teaching, by following the commandments in every area of our lives, including
being conscious of how we act in public, by standing up against the numerous injustices threatening the
dignity of the human person, and helping the poor.
In recent years, I think collectively we have lost a sense of shame at the possibility of causing a public
scandal by how we behave around others. In spreading the Gospel, people are not so much attracted to
the faith because of a well-worded argument, although this can help plant seeds of the Catholic faith. I
think most people first need to see the faith in action. Like it or not, we are all “public figures,” and when
it come to living out our duty to evangelize, our behavior (our actions) will have the largest influence for
good or for ill on others. The way we live speaks more loudly and clearly than what we could ever say.
This is true in lives of the saints. They LIVED the FAITH, an intimacy with Christ, before they ever could
PREACH the FAITH. Therefore, we should be mindful of how our behaviors are perceived by others and
should always be on guard against undermining the faith of others by a public scandal. This would mean
for example not getting drunk at the office Christmas party, not telling jokes that are offensive or degrading the gift of sexuality, not attending morally questionable movies (even rated-R movies), or not going
out with someone who, although divorced civilly, was previously married in the Church. We protect the
integrity of our reputation not for the sake of building up ourselves, but for the sake of clearly showing
the beauty and the joy of the Gospel message. Guarding against scandal includes being careful what
organizations to which belong or with which associate. For instance, if we support Planned Parenthood
of America in anyway, in addition to being mortally sinful because of the direct support of the intrinsically
evil act of abortion, we would also cause a scandal for others by negating the Church’s teaching on the
dignity of every unborn child and their mothers. Being part of such an organization in anyway would result in the opposite of what we are obliged to do, promotion and sharing of the Gospel. Scandal could
also occur if a Catholic belonged to any organization that even in the slightest way supports abortion or
any other threat against the gift of human life.
In addition, consider how you conduct your business and your professional lives as a way to evangelize.
Not only is living lives of holiness good for business in the long run, it is also a sure way of promoting
and encouraging others to follow Christ. You can think about how your interaction with your customers,
the treatment of your employees, payment of a just wage for example, and your compliance with just
laws (there are unjust laws with which we should not comply, such as the HHS Mandate) are clear indications of your commitment to the Church’s mission of evangelization.
As we begin Advent in preparation of the coming of Our Lord Jesus, let us call on His mother, the
Blessed Virgin Mary, to assist us in this important and necessary endeavor to always promote and
spread the Gospel everywhere in everything we say and do. May God continue to bless you can your
families.
In Christ
Rev. Sam West
Chaplain
Diocese of Stockton
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